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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christien 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer _management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing’ when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Democracy or Tungsten 

Have freedom and democracy 
been the only objectives in the war 
in Korea? Robert S. Allen in his 
syndicated column recently pointed 
to a statement by John Small, 
Chairman of the Munitions Board: 
“Retention of our present positions 
in Korea is not only important 
from a military point of view but 
it is vital to our defense program. 
Ninety per cent of the tungsten re- 
serves outside of China are located 
in the area now held by U. S. forces 
north of the 38th parallel. It is of 
| the utmost importance that we re- 
) tain control of this sector in order 
to obtain the rich tungsten supplies 
that abound there.” A map of Ko- 
rean battlefields will reveal that Old 
Baldy and other points which have 
been centers of prolonged conflict 
stretch out in a line north of the 
; tungsten area. 
| One of the issues now most 
pointedly involved in the Korean 
truce negotiations centers in the 
fact that the line the U. S. demands, 


h, to describe the area of our respon- 


sibility, puts the tungsten area 
safely on our side. Does not China 
whose frontiers are so close have as 
much right to dominate and exploit 
this area as the U. S. whose fron- 
tiers are 6,000 miles away? In spite 
» of American opinion, most of the 
world’s sympathy will naturally be 
a) with China on this issue, although 
7 to U. S. industry the issue is 
| of vital importance. U. S. Senate 
teports of July 5, 1951, stated that 
our country “is on the verge of 
tungsten starvation.” Drew Pierson 
Wrote in August, 1951, that Amer- 
ica had already been importing 
equipment to Korea that would be 
| hecessary in mining of tungsten. 
We ask again, “Is the Korean 
war for democracy or for raw ma- 
terials to feed our steel mills, ship- 
yards and airplane factories?” The 
old story continues that oil, miner- 
als and other raw materials are al- 
Ways found close to the great battle- 
fields in history. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ILITARY AND POLITICAL PRESSURES are preventing the 

American public from getting an accurate picture of present highly 
significant developments in Russia. All authorities on Russian affairs be- 
lieve that something big is going on in the Kremlin. 

POWER SHIFTED AND DIVIDED: There is no longer any 
doubt that a great shift of power has taken place. Malenkov is not just 
another tyrant replacing Stalin the tyrant. The power that Stalin held has 
been divided into several different hands which in turn represent varied 
Communist party committees under separate leadership. And there is 
plenty of evidence that these various executive bodies do not always func- 
tion together, are not coordinated as they would be if they were moving 
under a strict and tyrannical supervision. 

THE SECOND IMPORTANT ELEMENT of change in the So- 
viet is the lessening of police pressures on the Russian people, and the 
amnesty granted to hundreds of thousands of political prisoners — both 
facts of tremendous significance. American press channels have reported 
these two important transitions — the dividing of power and a dramatic 
lessening of police pressure, (Washington Post, April 4; N. Y. Times, 
March 29) but a veritable black-out seems to exist on all attempts 
to report or explain what is behind these changes, why they came, 
what they mean. Most authorities on Russia are convinced that 
these changes came because the Communist party saw the growing danger 
of an internal blow-up. In our issue of Feb. 15, before Stalin’s death, we 
reported “A furious struggle for power is now on within Russia. Every 
time an official pronouncement is made a different voice speaks; then the 
edict is altered by another voice; later Stalin speaks and it is revised 
again. And purges are seething through every branch of Soviet and satel- 
lite official life; a few months later those who did the purging are purged! 
So it goes on such a scale that censorship can no longer suppress the 
trend.” We repeat — all this information had come out of Russia weeks 
before the death of Stalin! 

COMMUNIST LONG-RANGE AIMS NOT SOFTENED: There 
is little evidence to indicate much change, however, in the ultimate Com- 
munist objectives. But the big point is that all this provides additional 
strong evidence that Russia does not, dares not, contemplate war now 
or in the measurable future and that communism, for all its outer expan- 
sion, is failing so completely in its most vital relationships that it must 
make drastic alterations to survive! We feel that the harrassed and fear- 
driven American people should have the right to hear freely such encour- 
aging news and that it is a betrayal of the American character and tradi- 
tion to withhold such information, distort it or ignore it, as is happening 
now all over the country. Yet political and military figures in Washing- 
ton whose professional careers require a continued state of emergency 
are naturally going all-out to suppress or discredit such information or 
evidence. 

These views concerning great changes inside Russia are also shared 
by Tito of Yugoslavia who probably knows more about the inner work- 
ings of the Communist party in Moscow than any man living outside the 
Iron Curtain. Interviews with Tito recently in the British press indicate 
Tito’s conviction that communism will continue to spread and slowly 
overtake the capitalist world by the sheer weight of its virtue as a way of 
life, although some of these same changes now occurring in Communist 


Russia have already taken place in Yugoslavia. That’s why Tito under- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Moral Re-Armament 


in days of vast revolutionary 
movements we may forget that 
some of the greatest programs seek- 
ing to transform the world are not 
associated with violence and hatred, 
but are projections of the teachings 
of Christ, boldly and effectively in- 
troduced into the lives of men. One 
of these movements which contin- 
ues to expand and reach deeper 
into the consciousness of the world 
is the Moral Re-Armament pro- 
gram which has just completed a 
spiritual crusade in India. One hun- 
dred and seventy-five economic, po- 
litical, labor and religious leaders 
drawn from 30 nations have been 
in India since November, present- 
ing the Moral Re-Armament mes- 
sage of good will and peace through 
personal witness, the distribution of 
literature and presentation of dra- 
matic pageants. In the group were 
several former Communist leaders 
from the labor ranks of Western 
Europe, prominent politicians from 
both Asia and Europe and others, 
including Dr. Frank Buchman, the 
founder of MRA. 

MRA preaches a_ world-wide 
transformation of human society 
that must begin with the individual. 
Dr. Buchman holds that it must 
start with standards of absolute 
honesty, purity, unselfishness and 
love as the yardstick for all person- 
al and national affairs — and that 
the guidance of God is available 
for all—anytime night or day. 
“Human nature can be changed,” 
urges Dr. Buchman. “That is the 
root of the answer. National eco- 
nomics can be changed. That is the 
fruit of the answer. History can be 
changed. That is the destiny of our 
age.” MRA maintains three world 
headquarters — in California, New 
York and Switzerland. 





The Church in Russia 


Great crowds thronged the Rus- 
sian churches for the Easter serv- 


ices throughout the Soviet Union 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Church in Russia 

(continued) 
again this year. The Russian Easter 
service is not comprised of just a 
brief midday hour and characteriz- 
ed by displays of formal finery. The 
Russian service begins at midnight 
and lasts till dawn and is attended 
by multitudes of poorly dressed 
people who have no finery to dis- 
play and often barely possess sul- 
ficient clothing for comfort and 
health. 

In Moscow the doors of the Yel- 
okhovsky Cathedral were thrown 
open at midnight to the processions 
of worshipers who came through 
the streets bearing banners and 
church emblems. When the church 
was crowded, thousands more 
stood outside holding lighted can- 
dles as the great liturgical ceremon- 
ies continued with their magnificent 
choirs, prayers and chants. News- 
men reported that as high as 15 
thousand worshipers crowded into 
the larger churches and cathedrals 
with crowds in the streets and parks 
outside so large it would be impos- 
sible to give a fair estimate. At Za- 
gorsk, forty-five miles from Mus- 
cow, 25,000 worshipers assembled 
in Zagorsk’s three principal 
churches, but the parks and squares 
outside the churches were occupied 
by other attentive throngs. All day 
Saturday in Moscow and elsewhere 
thousands of women went to and 
from the churches with their tradi- 
tional Easter cakes and brightly col- 
ored eggs to have them blessed for 
the family Easter festivities. 

After over 30 years of Commu- 
nist effort to destroy the church 
and discredit religion, this is the an- 
swer rising from the throats of mil- 
lions of worshipers — “God still 
lives, the Church will not die.” The 
Communist tyrants could not es- 
cape these voices for the very air 
around the Kremlin (there are 
large churches on the fringes of the 
Kremlin’s Red Square) was ringing 
with the Easter greeting — “Christ 
is Risen.” 

The fact that these manifesta- 
tions of faith and triumphant spir- 
itual survival follow so closely upon 
the death of Stalin cannot be lost 
on the mind of the world, except 
where such significant news is ig- 
nored as it has been, we regret to 
point out, in much of America as 
militarism, prejudice and hatred 
retain a hold on public thought. 


RURAL LIBRARIES: Thirty 
million Americans who live in rural 
areas without library service may 
soon be benefited by a bill reintro- 
duced in the Senate — the library 
services bill. This measure, support- 
ed by the American Library As- 
sociation and scores of farm, labor 
and educational groups, will appro- 
priate funds for state and local 
agencies to establish rural libraries. 
Administration would remain in the 
hands of local agencies. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

stands what’s happening in Russia. Some months ago Tito’s Communist 
party was forced to grant the directors of state factories far more free- 
dom in making decisions and managing industrial production along lines 
much nearer to capitalistic practices than anything heretofore known 
among the Communist regimes. Also more recently Tito’s government 
has ordered changes in agriculture that promise an end to the 
collective farm system. (N. Y. Times, Mar. 23; Apri! 17) It is well-known 
that even in Russia the peasantry are still vigorously resisting col- 
lectivization and that all farm population in Communist areas has 
revealed a strong preference for a cooperative farm system where- 
by the farmer owns his land but farms it cooperatively with other 
farmers associated in an economic unit. Therefore it will be im- 
portant to watch for any indication of such changes in Russia, for if such 
news does come — that more freedom of action is being given state in- 
dustrial management in Russia — and new proposals are voiced to liber- 
alize the collective land laws, then a great historic change is indeed under 
way. Tito found these alterations had to come to save communism in 
Yugoslavia; he expects the same to happen in Russia. 

OTHER SUBSTANTIATING REPORTS are from newsmen who 
have stated that propaganda pictures of Stalin are already disappearing 
from public view in Moscow and other Communist centers; and, still 
more significant, Malenkov is not being built up as Stalin’s successor in 
the usual glorified way. It is true that photographs and posters appear 
showing Malenkov alongside Stalin, Lenin and Marx as part of the whole 
gallery of Communist notables, yet there has been no significant effort 
to build Malenkov up to receive Stalin’s “immortal mantle” of Commu- 
nist world leadership. Also newsmen point out that the freedom granted 
hundreds of thousands of political prisoners means that, if the Stalin dic- 
tatorship were to continue in a new guise, these throngs of political ene- 
mies of the regime, now released, would quickly go underground and con- 
geal into counter-revolutionary forces. The fact that these prisoners have 
been released, and police pressures on the people relaxed, proves that 
the new government is not afraid of these former enemies of the Stalin 
regime, is, in fact, convinced that the policy of the new government will 
win their cooperation and loyalty. 


OICE OF WORLD OPINION: The press, authoritative observers, 

business leaders, diplomats and statesmen —in London, Tokyo, 

New Delhi, Paris, Stockholm, Amsterdam, Berlin, Rome — reveal a state 

approaching alarm over the failure of Americans to grasp the essential 
elements in the conflicts and tensions of our day. 

WORLD OPINION regards Eisenhower as offering strong, hope- 
ful leadership at times, but that his achievements are crippled through the 
undercutting by elements of his own political regime and by his sharing 
of Washington’s continued over-emphasis on militarism to meet problems 
that lie beyond the range of military power. Our military, industrial and 
economic superiority will gain us nothing if this world view towards 
us continues, for, contrary to the opinions of the hard-shell isolation- 
ists, America cannot live alone, world trade is vital to our prosperity and 
a high percentage of the raw materials we require now must come from 
abroad. 

Many top world leaders fear that because of America’s lack of 
understanding of the problems and sentiments of others, that Asia — 
Japan, India, Burma—will swing away from us, and that Europe will seek a 
strong, neutral, independent ground that will wreck our 5 years of costly 
NATO rearmament planning to build a “free democratic world” around 
us. While our European and Asian allies will resist communism they 
will deal with Russia as suits them, and as their economic needs dictate, 
which will greatly strengthen the Soviet position and weaken our own. 
These processes are already under way. It is known in diplomatic circles 
that even Churchill in England is lending weight to this break-away from 
America’s leadership. 

SUCH DEVELOPMENTS will affect the fortunes of all Ameri- 
cans, for Asia and Europe will resist commercial associations with us, es- 
tablish stronger independent economic ties with their neighbors, whether 
Communist or not. With this trend abroad and tariff barriers rising here, 
our prosperity will be considerably dampened. We will no longer be the 
center of world-wide trade which has been official Washington’s quietly- 
spoken apologia to American business for much of our admittedly ex- 
panding military domination. There are flashes of brilliant leadership on 
the part of Eisenhower and other peace-minded leaders in Washington 
which reveal an awareness of these issues and an apparent intention of 
dealing sincerely with them, but, as a noted British editor put it, “These 
brief moments are soon clouded over with the provincialism and blind 
political arrogance that now characterizes the American political arena.” 


r { ‘He CHIEF BARRIER TO AMERICAN UNDERSTANDING of 


today’s events is our continued obsession with military might, our 
(continued on NEXT page) 








Chiang’s Guerrillas ss ( 






The debacle of Chiang’s forcs| 
on the frontiers of Burma reyea) that | 
again the deception of much cy. the 
rent military and political though & Ame 
Some of this story reached the ml A} 
lic — much of it was ignored apg Now 
buried by that large section of th plain 
press and radio which is dominatej more 
by political extremism which ha mosa 
made Chiang Kai-shek a symbol gj an ‘ 
obstructionist reactionism. Meapj (Was 
while, headlines have stress Scien 
Chiang’s potential for recapturing — the C 
China and his “successful” guerrill, |” attacl 


warfare in China’s interior. By We ‘ 
here are the facts, as reported by unlea 
the Worldover Press and the Wash. Da 


ington Post during early April: ? 
Ever since Chiang’s flight to Fo. 
mosa, his army of 12,000 men wh tesult 
took refuge in Burma have been ex. the F 
alted as the lost division which} © 
could start an attack as the opening) 'S™ 4 
wedge for a frontal assault on th, the ‘ 
China coast. Now it develops tha ™ "2 
American interests have — in a dra @ Flan 
matic but shady cloak and dagger) Ul / 
style — smuggled arms and mili) Ports 
tary equipment from Thailand to! ineid 
this Chiang army. But when thee Flan 
troops, secreted in Burma, wer| affair 
well armed and prepared to move,| '© % 
they did not attack the Communiss fl that 1 
but started to loot the countryside, !owe 
seized town after town along the Woul 
Burma frontier and were soon) Miles 
fighting the regular army of the anti. decla 
Communist Burmese government! ' 14 
— using up-to-date American war} [e - 
equipment supplied secretly from . , 
forces in this country. The Washing. eneae 
ton Post has charged that the U.§) the 
Central Intelligence agency, under” Fores 
pressure from right-wing reaction Plane 
aries in Congress, was in on the plane 
scheme. » the / 
SO HERE WE HAVE IT: Th! Russi 


U. S. backed Chiang in this in ) 89° 
stance against the advice of the > PO 
best-informed experts on Asia who} ™ & 
have been smeared repeatedly for wants 
their advice. Now Chiang’s army} Ple- 
does not fight the Communists but | 22 
instead pillages and plunders our al- that 
lies, the anti-Communist Burmese! } '*4" 
When the Nationalists on Formos { ont 
were charged with thus damaging weatl 
the Western cause, they merely ex- flight 
plained that they couldn’t contro } * a 
the guerrillas inside Burma. All the the | 
while, Congress was discussing } the 
Chiang’s vast guerrilla warfare im the I 
side China. Between The Lins § “™¢ 
had hoped that perhaps Chiang > °#St 
might aid the cause of freedom 
by such guerrilla effort—we see m > ‘9 
chance of that now. Burma, arous- SC 
ed over this issue, has broken of } Peop 
contacts with all U. S. economic | head! 
aid and won’t accept any more Fron 
guidance from us. Beco 
By its stench and betrayal, at Navs 
other fruit of McCarthyism in this } nd 
country is identified. Was this rt > ° 
port carried in the papers of you } *e | 
community, or was it suppressed by | "on 
pressure of the un-American forces react 
(continued first col., NEXT page) (od 
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s | Chiang’s Guerrillas 
area! continued ) 

Vea). that are shouting the loudest about 
cy.® the danger of communism to 

3 icanism? 

TAN IRONIC POSTSCRIPT: 
d or "Now Chiang is sending testy com- 
f the plaints to Washington demanding 
tate. more American protection for For- 
ha mosa, for fear the Reds will launch 
an onslaught to take Formosa. 


th (Washington Post and Christian 
agsej__- Science Monitor, April 15). This is 
ring the Chiang who “was unleashed to 
rill attack the Reds a few weeks ago. 


By We wonder now — was the U. S. 
d by unleashing a tiger or a pussy cat? 

be Dangerous Distortions 

For. We have reported that tensions 
resulting in war-like incidents along 
nex. the Russian-free world frontier are 
hich by caused by our own military extrem- 
ning | 18M as well as by the belligerency of 
1 the» the Soviet. Further such informa- 
tha @ tion comes to light through Sen. 
dra. § Flanders (R., Vt.) who charges that 
our Air Force has issued false re- 





Who 





= "ports concerning U. S.-Russian air 
d to! incidents on the Soviet frontier. 
these Flanders, active leader in military 
wert | affairs in the Senate, in referring 
rove,, tO one such recent encounter said 
nists that if the American plane had fol- 
side | lowed its routine flight course it 
the would not have come within 400 
soon) miles of the Soviet frontier. Flanders 
ant. declared “The Russians appeared 
ment | '0 have been discreet in warning it 
war 4 (the American plane) off.” 
from? Flanders pointed out that in this 
hing. | instance a false report was given to 
yg | the American people by the Air 
nder| Force, implying that the American 
tion Plane was “attacked” by the Soviet 
| the b planes in a “routine flight,” causing 


the American public to believe the 
Th} Russians were committing acts of 
; jn y aggression. “In publishing this false 
"the & Teport the Air Force has been guilty 


who| im effect of waging psychological 
, fo | Warfare against the American peo- 
arm} ple.” The senator said that an ex- 
; but | 2mination of the evidence revealed 
ral.) that there is no necessity for Amer- 


nese! ican planes to fly close to Soviet 


most frontiers. The so-called routine 
ging weather reconnaissance information 
y ek flights can find just as much weath- 
ntrd ) &* 50 or 100 miles away as along 
nthe f the Soviet frontier, according to 
ssing the senator, who concluded “Had 


4 the Russian planes been doing the 


Lines § S2me thing within 25 miles of the 
siang coast of California, it would have 
sdom | "ceived very different treatment.” 
eno & (See Washington Post, March 20). 
roUus: SOVIET NAVY: The American 
n of } People continue to be subjected to 
omic | headlines announcing “New Threats 
more ¢ From The Soviet Navy”; “Russia 


Becomes Great Sea Power”; “Red 
_ ar | Navy Tops Britain — Stands Sec- 
this } Ond Only To U. S. In Navy Pow- 
is re | &.” The fact that these headlines 
you } ae based upon absolute falsifica- 


od by tion of the facts never seems to 
orces teach the American mind, nor dent 
ge) (continued third col., THIS page) 





THE ENDLESS CHAIN OF INFLUENCE 





WE DO NOT LIVE IN SEALED COMPARTMENTS 
































Some people try to convince themselves that it dosen’t matter 
to anyone else how they live, what they do. “I am an independent 


soul. I am responsible to no one but myself.” To the contrary, 
that is true of almost no circumstance in life. None of us live in 
such an air-tight compartment. There are always others who are 
affected by what we do and say and who in turn influence our 
thoughts and moods. In every move we make, our hands touch 
other hands and the impulses we start are extended through those 
nearest to us and on to others in an endless radiation for good 
or evil. To accept this inescapable responsibility of life, to use it 
for good, brings to life its greatest adventure, its greatest meaning. 
The sum total of our life influence can be simply tremendous, only a 
little of which we may see, for those we have touched pass on to 
others, in endless chain-reactions, the vital impulses we have created. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


entrapment in a war-bred economy with its treacherous prosperity, and 
our intoxication from absorbing vast quantities of our own distorted 
propaganda. While we have built a great wall of military defense around 
us, it has been on such a costly scale and involving such profligate waste 
that no nation can afford to walk with us —a condition that easily cre- 
ates fears and resentments. 

OUR FAILURE to utilize properly our great material, political 
and spiritual resources, and to understand the rest of the world, arises 
out of the following false assumptions: 

(1) That the Communists are planning to conquer the world 
through the use of the Russian army or navy or air power. (2) That all 
political and economic unrest and disintegration today is a result of Com- 
munist plotting. (3) That we can therefore stop communism only by arm- 
ed might and by supporting any regime — no matter how rotten and op- 
pressive — as long as it opposes the Communists. 

IN THESE THREE FALLACIES, you find the roots of the mili- 
tary extremism that, under both the Democrats and the present Admin- 
istration, brings us nearer to economic disaster through high taxes and 
inflation, and also the source of the reactionary fanaticism which now 
dominates the Republican party and well may destroy the GOP itself and 
do irreparable harm to America’s future. 


ERE ARE THE TRUTHS that must be recognized, that stand in op- 
position to these great fallacies: 

(1) The Communist plot for world conquest centers in the Marx 
and Lenin doctrine of infiltration, education (Marxist), agitation and rev- 
olution — with civil revolts by the “oppressed masses” promoted from 
within and the seizure of power by native Communists from within — 
rather than by the invasion of Russian armed power from without. The 
Communists have followed this plan without exception in the Red ex- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Dangerous Distortions 
(continued) 

the consciences of the publishers or 
radio officials who are responsible 
for the headlines. Even the U.'S. 
News of April 10, ’53, usually a 
dependable source of information 
when allowances are made for its 
extreme conservatism, played up a 
story about the Russian Navy as 
now possessing “six fleets that rim 
the Communist world” and “can 
move out at any time against 
America.” 

But buried back in the story is a 
small! diagram — in contrast to the 
full-page charts in red and black 
and yellow which play up the 
threat of Russia’s “big Navy” — 
that does honestly reveal the false- 
ness of this so-called threat. This 
chart reveals Russia’s entire naval 
strength to be about one fifth that 
of the U. S. The technique of such 
militaristic journalism is to ignore 
the fact that both the British and 
American Navies have the largest 
portion of their fleet in inactive 
service which they could quickly 
reactivate in case of war. When 
Russia launches a single new cruis- 
er, headlines speak of the Soviet 
Navy’s growth, but they do not re- 
fer to the U. S. cruisers in reserve. 

Here is the itemized outline of 
the comparative naval power of 
Russia and the U. S., as shown in 
the U. S. News which is similar to 
other such reports from varied 
sources we have published in the 
past. Russia now has a total of 20 
cruisers; the U. S. has 19 on the ac- 
tive list but 54 in reserve, with a 
total of 73 cruisers, almost four 
times as many as Russia. Battleships 
— Russia has only 3 battleships; 
the U. S. has 4 in active service, 11 
in reserve, a total of 15, five times 
as many as Russia. In aircraft car- 
riers — Russia has none, the U. S. 
has 30 in active service with a total 
of 98 active and reserve. Destroy- 
ers — Russia has 160; the U. S. has 
300 on the active list and a total 
of 560. Submarines — 350 for Rus- 
sia; 105 in active service for the 
U. S., 165 total active and reserve. 
Even the alarmists admit that over 
half of Russia’s submarines are 
small, limited to coastwise service 
and that all submarines are chiefly 
a defensive weapon, incapable of 
launching a major offensive. 


The U. S. has always been a 
great sea power, with scores of fine 
harbors as against Russia’s land- 
locked geography and only three or 
four major harbors. Because of this 
our Navy building program has 
been and still is several times great- 
er than Russia’s. Hence it is a prov- 
able fact that Russia’s Navy can- 
not now, nor in the forseeable fu- 
ture, provide enough actual striking 
power to provide a formidable 
threat to the U. S. shores. No trans- 
continental military assault can be 
successful without a supremacy of 
sea power. 





Self-appointed Censors 

Democratic-minded Catholic and 
Protestant laymen are alarmed 
over the trend in many communi- 
ties for self-appointed censors to as- 
sume the right to dictate what the 
people shall read—what magazines 
and books shall be offered for sale 
in public places. In scores of Amer- 
ican communities at the present 
time, book shops, drug stores and 
other such agencies, especially those 
selling cheap paper-back editions, 
are being visited by these self-ap- 
pointed censors and presented with 
“Barred Titles,” the merchant be- 
ing threatened with “legal prosecu- 
tion” for the sale of indecent liter- 
ature if he offers these books for 
sale. On these lists are names of 
leading authors—John Dewey, 
Julian Huxley, James B. Conant, 
Sherwood Anderson, Stephen Vin- 
cent Benet, Louis Bromfield, Theo- 
dore Dreiser, William Saroyan, 
Thomas Wolfe, Joseph Conrad, etc. 
Such book censors usually call 
themselves by a_ high-sounding 
name, such as “Guardians of Amer- 
ican Literature” or “Legion of De- 
cent Literature,” etc.; they pattern 
their organizations after that of the 
Catholic board of censorship in 
Hollywood, the Legion of Decency, 
which already has a stranglehold 
on movies and dictates in a most 
undemocratic way, through the 
threat of boycott, what America 
can see on the screen. In some cities 
where the police officials are Cath- 
olic and the local Catholic bishops 
and archbishops are stern advocates 
of the feudalistic doctrines that the 
church should endorse what the 
people are allowed to read — such 
organizations have been able to add 
police pressure to their self-assumed 
censorship. 

Since there are laws on the stat- 
ute books of most states against ob- 
scene literature, heavy pressure can 
compel the police to threaten the 
arrest of a bookseller having books 
that are listed as obscene, although 
the list may include works that are 
recognized in all cultural centers as 
having high aesthetic and moral val- 
ue. In Youngstown, O., where the 
police are Catholic-dominated and 
bookstands have been patrolled, a 
publishing house has now brought 
suit in a Federal court to prevent 
the police from interfering with the 
sale of books. The outcome of this 
lawsuit will no doubt set precedents 
as to future developments in this 
most un-American trend. 

All thoughtful citizens deplore 
the low quality of much reading 
matter offered to the public today 
— but book censorship is a dan- 
gerous precedent. It is one of the 
first steps fascism takes toward 
thought control. In a democracy, 
the public must have free access to 
every point of view — and be trust- 
ed to choose and judge. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


pansionist drive. The Russian armed power is to be used only as a back- 
ground, to maintain “the defensive might of the Great Mother of all the 
Soviets — Russia” and as a source of military supplies for the native-led 
Red forces in non-Communist areas. For it is true that violence is urged 
as the only means of destroying capitalism and the capitalistic states. 
Even civil war is urged as the best means “to utterly destroy the last re- 
maining vestiges of the capitalists’ political power.” (See “The Thesis and 
Statutes of the Communist International,” or “The Russian Revolution” 
by Lenin, or “The Foundations of Leninism” by Stalin.) 

But violence in civil revolt and civil war is not the same thing by 
any means as an invasion of the Russian army. And no nation, the U. S. 
or anyone else, can hurl armies into a neighboring state to prevent these 
people from going Communist of their own accord, by whatever means 
employed, without starting incalculable difficulties. This was the “trap” 
which snared us in Korea. How many Koreas could we attempt? 

(2) Most of the political upheavals and disintegrations of our day, 
such as the collapse of China, revolts in Indochina, Iran, Egypt, Africa, 
etc., would have occurred under other symbols, other banners and slogans 
—even if the Communists had never existed. In some places the Com- 
munists have been able to hasten and direct these historic revolutionary 
changes as they unquestionably did in China. But they have not created 
these trends — they have utilized and exploited them for their own evil 
ends. The facts of India’s great emergence and Africa’s awakening, both 
with little or no Communist influence, provide ample proof of this his- 
toric direction. 

American influence and strategy is thus being terribly handicapped 
by the narrow partisan fanaticism that attempts to label as “communistic” 
all world changes that threaten the privileged position of wealth, that at- 
tributes unrest in Europe, the fall of China and the general chaos of 
Asia, to the machinations of the “Reds and Pinks in our State Depart- 
ment.” There were Reds in the State Department, and Moscow has done 
a lot of plotting, but to focus all energy and resources on this small por- 
tion of the picture is like the hunter who beais his dog for its failure to 
corner the game — while the bear charges. Whether they are in Congress 
or right next door, those who foster this juvenile, totally inadequate con- 
cept of today’s need are doing more harm to American influence, strength 
and leadership than several shiploads of rag-tailed Reds. The FBI could 
take care of the Reds but the hotheads and fanatics in Congress can 
thwart, domineer and pervert the FBI as well as hamstring American 
leadership. 

(3) We can’t stop communism by supporting corrupt, oppressive 
regimes — Franco of Spain, French colonialism in Indochina, etc. — as 
we pointed out in our last issue. On the basis of short-sighted military ex- 
pediency, to back Franco and the French colonialism can appear reason- 
able. But we cannot protect the principles of capitalistic wealth from com- 
munism by bolstering rotten selfish wealth on an equal footing with our 
support of honest Christian wealth that justifies its existence by promoting 
the good of all men. One of the great facts of this century is that we can 
only protect wealth in this day by transforming it into wealth that shares 
—a principle that some in our churches and pulpits have not even yet 
come to see. 

As an emphatic illustration of this situation, it is interesting to 
note that the King of Cambodia (a state in Indochina) is now in America 
and in an interview in the N. Y. Herald Tribune (April 19) he stated that 
his 3 million people are so resentful of French rule and French refusal to 
grant independence that, although they despise communism, they will most 
certainly support the Communist forces if they must, to force France out. 
Yet we are arming and financing the French in Indochina without de- 
manding that France do her part toward creating a new environment. 


ROGRESS TOWARD EUROPEAN UNITY: Lost in the headlines 

these days is the encouraging news of the continued progress toward 
the economic and political unity of Europe. Historians are unanimous 
in the belief that the strength and security of Europe against any destruc- 
tive force, from within or without, will come more certainly and surely 
from the development of a federation or union than from just rearming 
Europe as a group of separate national entities. Already substantial 
progress has been made in economic unity. The 6-nation coal, steel and 
iron cooperative community is now a going concern. Heretofore these 
products had to cross frontiers that were barricaded by tariffs and numer- 
ous other trade restrictions, but now the boundaries are duty free and 
currency moves freely without penalties. Inaugurated as the Schuman 
plan, historians and economic authorities expect this economic experiment 
to so awaken the conscience of Europe to the necessity and advantage 
of political unity that it will then follow inevitably. In fact, various efforts 
to get the movement toward European unity rolling have already been 
made by the foreign ministers of Italy, France, Germany, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxumbourg. 


The Moving Spotligh 

VD AND BULLETS: For gg 
turies the soldiery has been end 
gered as much by venereal dise: 
as by enemy bullets. O 
ever, the American Army 
recently established the highest 
ord obtained by any military bg 
in combatting this infection. In ¢ 
three-month period ending receg 
only one soldier in the whole 
Army command was _ hospitaligs 
because of VD infection, althous 
the rate of infection is still hj 
among the GI’s. At present the 
are on the average 132 cases 4 
infection to 1,000 men each ye 
in the 8th Army in Korea. (For de 
tails see N. Y. Times, Dec. 24, '§ 

Prostitution is always wide 
spread in the poverty and devas 
tion of war, with Korea especial} 
so affected because of the clo 
proximity of the population to 
armies. Literally thousands of 
rean families are being suppor 
by their wives and daughters in 
manner. But, through educational 
processes and severe disciplina 
measures, soldiers have been per 
suaded to report indications of ip 
fection immediately and cures 
effected by penicillin and sulfi 
drugs in treatments of six hours ¢ 
less without hospitalization. 


COFFEE DRINKERS are nov 
paying a heavy tax as a result g 
the U. S. Senate’s smothering ofa 
report back in °49. At that tim 
Sen. Guy Gillette (D., Ia.) led his 
agriculture subcommittee into an 
examination of the sudden boost of 
coffee prices and found that spect 
lation in the coffee market, by it 
dividuals both here and in the pre 
ducing countries, had boosted 
prices with little benefit to the cof 
fee grower and with injustice to 
the coffee consumer. But becats 
the report touched sensitive com 
nections in Congress itself, it was 
promptly watered down and finally 
pigeon-holed. “Now that price com 
trols are off,” states Sen. Gillette, 
“consumers are again paying mi- 
lions of dollars in tribute to th 
speculators and price manipule 
tors.” Moreover, the senator points 
out, these profits have to a great & 
tent escaped taxation because th 
base of the manipulations of th 
coffee market is kept outside th 
reach of the U. S. tax gatherer. 


WAR & TAXES: The new Feé 
eral budget is $79 billion. About 7 
cents out of each dollar goes ford 
rect war and defense expenditures, 
including foreign military aid and 
atom and hydrogen bomb projects. 
Of the remaining 26 cents, appror 
imately 14 cents goes to pay fot 
past wars and toward veterai’ 
benefits, interest on war debt 
making a total war cost of 8 
per cent of total Govern 
spending. That only leaves 12 
cent for all other Govern 
services. 














